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We have had a definite ‘no’ from a
number of charities. The reasons
refusal range from the area being
designated ‘too affluent’; the church being
only Grade II listed, to the more usual
‘very heavy demand’. There are four
applications outstanding, which may give
small grants, though realistically only one
has visited

The letter below has been hand
delivered to all residents in the parish
of Alveston, almost 1800 households
and
being directly contributed by
parishioners
exceeding grateful. However we are
still short of the
can help in any way then the details of
how
course

Friends of St James’
Grant applications update. Of the many
Charities the FoSJ researched for grants
for the urgent conservation work on St
James’ tower etc, two have been
uccessful.

Trust has been a very welcome major
benefactor in providing £45k and the
Garfield Weston Foundation
£5k. Both sums are much appreciated.

We have had a definite ‘no’ from a
number of charities. The reasons
refusal range from the area being
designated ‘too affluent’; the church being
only Grade II listed, to the more usual
‘very heavy demand’. There are four
applications outstanding, which may give
small grants, though realistically only one
has visited us.

The letter below has been hand
delivered to all residents in the parish
of Alveston, almost 1800 households
and so far has resulted in over £
being directly contributed by
parishioners
exceeding grateful. However we are
still short of the
can help in any way then the details of
how to help
course, you can also contact Rob.

Friends of St James’
Grant applications update. Of the many
Charities the FoSJ researched for grants
for the urgent conservation work on St
James’ tower etc, two have been
uccessful. Stratford upon Avon Town

has been a very welcome major
benefactor in providing £45k and the
Garfield Weston Foundation
£5k. Both sums are much appreciated.

We have had a definite ‘no’ from a
number of charities. The reasons
refusal range from the area being
designated ‘too affluent’; the church being
only Grade II listed, to the more usual
‘very heavy demand’. There are four
applications outstanding, which may give
small grants, though realistically only one

us.

The letter below has been hand
delivered to all residents in the parish
of Alveston, almost 1800 households

so far has resulted in over £
being directly contributed by
parishioners, to whom we are
exceeding grateful. However we are
still short of the amount
can help in any way then the details of

to help are explained below or
you can also contact Rob.

Friends of St James’
Grant applications update. Of the many
Charities the FoSJ researched for grants
for the urgent conservation work on St
James’ tower etc, two have been

Stratford upon Avon Town
has been a very welcome major

benefactor in providing £45k and the
Garfield Weston Foundation has donated
£5k. Both sums are much appreciated.

We have had a definite ‘no’ from a
number of charities. The reasons
refusal range from the area being
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NEWS FROM THE PARISH OF ALVESTON
St James’ with St Peter’s, Manor Road, Stratford

Don’t worry! This article is about the Church
No doubts expressed here about the role of Saint Nicholas or the Virgin
An attempt, however, to put a few facts before you and straighten out some
misunderstandings

“The Church of England is very rich, isn’t it?”

NO!
was given. Church buildings, many listed
ceases in them the Church has a ‘duty of care’ to ensure that the building doesn’t fall down.

“What about the Church

The Church Commissioners do have millions of pounds of investments.
to maintaining the structures of the Church of England paying for Bishops, Deans and Cathedral staff,
Archdeacons, and other administrat
of this money is historical income of the Church which is restricted and must be used for the purposes for
which it was given.

“The Church gets money from the state to help it.”

NO!
or to maintain the life and ministry of the parish, unlike on the continent where a special ‘Church Tax’ is levied
to help maintain buildings and ministr
raise enough money to ‘pay its way’ and contribute to the needs of others and some of the central costs of
training and administration.

“Alveston Parish is very rich though, isn’t it?”

Well, if you look around at the houses and cars that make up the parish
rich from the perspective of
some parishioners have left generous legacies and much has been achieved over the years because of that
money. The excellent facilities we have at St. Peter’s and St. James’ are a te
we have been able to contribute towards the cost of major restoration work to the Tower is also because of
that generosity of former generations.
and

“Why are you always asking for money?”

Money makes the world go round!
Society, which is why we all have to pay taxes. We have bee
because of the daunting cost of the restoration work we have had to embark on, costing us over £300,000
And because much of th
that work they are no longer available to support the day to day work of the parish which costs us about
£90,000 per annum!

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
year. Those who come to Church, however irregularly, need to take responsibility for the cost of keeping
‘the show on the road’.
This is not fair
so that we
contribute regularly to the C
reclaimed, please contact

T

And thank you to the
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To the many people who have so generously given towards our appeal for the Tower.
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o the many people who have so generously given towards our appeal for the Tower.

I was moved by the generosity of so many
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was given. Church buildings, many listed
ceases in them the Church has a ‘duty of care’ to ensure that the building doesn’t fall down.
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Archdeacons, and other administrat
of this money is historical income of the Church which is restricted and must be used for the purposes for
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“The Church of England is very rich, isn’t it?”

It is very “asset rich”, but much that it owns cannot be sold or used in
was given. Church buildings, many listed
ceases in them the Church has a ‘duty of care’ to ensure that the building doesn’t fall down.

Commissioners Millions?”

The Church Commissioners do have millions of pounds of investments.
to maintaining the structures of the Church of England paying for Bishops, Deans and Cathedral staff,
Archdeacons, and other administrative costs which are comparatively low for such a large organisation. Much
of this money is historical income of the Church which is restricted and must be used for the purposes for

“The Church gets money from the state to help it.”

Church of England parishes get no money from the state to help them with the upkeep of their buildings
or to maintain the life and ministry of the parish, unlike on the continent where a special ‘Church Tax’ is levied
to help maintain buildings and ministry in Germany, France and other countries. Each individual parish must
raise enough money to ‘pay its way’ and contribute to the needs of others and some of the central costs of

“Alveston Parish is very rich though, isn’t it?”

Well, if you look around at the houses and cars that make up the parish
some of its inhabitants. The Church has also been very lucky in the past because

some parishioners have left generous legacies and much has been achieved over the years because of that
money. The excellent facilities we have at St. Peter’s and St. James’ are a te
we have been able to contribute towards the cost of major restoration work to the Tower is also because of
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so that we can continue all that we do in the parish.

“Why are you always asking for money?”

Money makes the world go round!
Society, which is why we all have to pay taxes. We have bee
because of the daunting cost of the restoration work we have had to embark on, costing us over £300,000

e resources given to us by previous generations have now been used to help pay
that work they are no longer available to support the day to day work of the parish which costs us about
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year. Those who come to Church, however irregularly, need to take responsibility for the cost of keeping

In most churches 20% of the congregation contribute 80%
, we should all be making an effort to give generously and regularly to the work of our parish

be here for those who need us, even though they do not realise they need us! If you can
contribute regularly to the Church, however small, and Gift Aid it so that we can benefit from the tax

the vicar who can put you in touch with

A BIG ‘THANK YOU’

o the many people who have so generously given towards our appeal for the Tower.

I was moved by the generosity of so many

Friends of St James’
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It is very “asset rich”, but much that it owns cannot be sold or used in
was given. Church buildings, many listed grade 1 or 2, cannot be easily sold off, and even when worship
ceases in them the Church has a ‘duty of care’ to ensure that the building doesn’t fall down.
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be here for those who need us, even though they do not realise they need us! If you can
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children. Our Church Charity,
Recent applications to the Fund have included help with many of the above
available to older members of the community.
the Administrator, Mr David Oram, 30 Lawson Avenue, Tiddington,
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Shine as a light in the world ”
School trips, youth club outings, music lessons, sports or

swimming lessons? All of these things can be an added burden to families, especially with two or more
can help any in need in the parish of Alveston.

Charity is also
If you would like to make an application please contact

mail: rickthevic@googlemail.com

Tel: 01789 292777
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